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History

The Bayou Meto Basin is a highly pro-
auctive area or both agﬁr?baftgﬁ f‘a"
waterfowl, The Bayou Meto e
danagement Area is world renowni¢d
1o waterfowd .r‘i'wrz‘mg ana’ is a very.
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Scope of Project

Diverse environmental and engineering
tearns were assembled to identify the
corncerns and possible solutions for
the Bayouw Meto area:

* Bayou Meto Water
Maragement District

* US. Army Corps of Engineers

» Matural Resources Conservation
Service

* Environmental FProtection Agerncy

» Ducks Unlimited

v Arkansas Garme and Fish
Cormrnission

* Arkansas Natural Heritage
Cormission

» Arkansas Soif and Water
Conservation Commission

* Arkansas Departrment of
Environmental Quality

* The Nature Conservancy

The goal was to develop a cormpre-
hensive improvernent plan to meet
the varied interests and objectives of
flood control, groundwater protection
and conservation, agricultural water
supply. waterfow! management,
ecosystem restoration and ernviron-
mental enhancement.
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Project Components

Aguiter Protection and
Agricultural Water Supply

Taifnwater recovery
Spstar

Ecosystern Kestoration & lmproved
Waterfow! Managermerit

Aquifer Protection
and Agricultural
Water Supply

fo protect the aquiter without devastat-
ing' the economy. groundwater use must
be reduced to a sustainable fevel.

» Groundwater studlies conducted by
the U.S. Geological Survey indicate that
Groundwater can provide only 223 of
the total agricultural water needed witfi-
out further damaging the aguirers,

* On-farm conservation and storage
improvements — Cost-share would be
available for on-farm improvernents to
collect, store and transport surface
runoff for reuse on the farm.

 Imported water — In the tentatively
selected plan, a pumping station will be
built on the Arkansas River just
upstream of the David D. Terry Lock
and Dam at River Mile 109. Water will
be transterred via a network of new
canals, pipelines and existing ditches to
area rarmis.




Flood Protection

Flood protection is an importarnt cormpo-
nent of the project. Flooding darnages
occur freguently adiacent to the many
streams throughout the Bayou Meto
Basin. One of the areas greatest needs
is relief from flooding and improving
drainage in the lower portion of the
basin, including the Wildlife
Management Area, as well as along low

Ning areas in the upper Bayou Meto.

A plan has been tentatively selected
that will balance the needs of flood pro-
tection and the environrnent. Featlures
to reduce flooding, improve drainage and
enhance water management include
channel improvements, water controf

structures and a purmping station:

A purnp station located at the outlet of
Little Bayou Meto, gperating in cotijuric-
tion with the channel improvements,
will significantly reduce flooding and
allow for better water managrmernt for
waterfowd in the Bayou Meto Wildlife
Management Area and the lower por-
tions of the basin.

Ecosystem
Restoration and
Improved
Waterfowl
Management
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Aguifers are a great, unseen
resowrce that fnteract with wet-
fands, streams and rivers,
Protection of the aguifer is essen-
tial for a complete and functioning

ecosystern.

The waterfowl mandgement por-
tion of the tentatively selected
plan was developed with the goals
of improving existing habitat con-
ditions within the Basin through
improved water management prac-
tices and increasing available habi-
tat through the restoration of
thousands acres of praitie (includ-
ing prairie wetlands) and thou-
sands of acres of bottomiland hard-
wood forests.




Additional
Publications

Water Resource
Investigative Report
for Mortheastarn
Arkansas.

- ULS. Geclogical Burvay,
2003

Wetland
Management Flan
for Bayou Meto
Wildlife
Management Area.

- Gaplord Memoniz!
Laboratary, University of
Missoun, Colmbia,
2004

Ewvaluation of
Ecosystarm
Restoration for the
Bayou Meto Basin.

- Gapord Mamoria
Labarstory, University of
Mizsouri, Columbiz,
a0z

What others
are saying

I the name of waterfowd and duck Hunt-
ing, it5 the place 1o 20 in the United
States, Feople alf over the cowntry fook to
the Bayow Meto Area as the largest green
timber area that’s open to the public.”
- Scott Henderson
Director, Arkansas Garme and
Esh Cormmiission

“This area is unigue, it’s large and world
famous.”
- Mickey Hedmeyer
Gaplord Memorial Laboratory;
University of M ;

“What can we do today to make it il aif
our needs? Not only our agricuftural need's,
but our need's for wildlife, needs for ecosys-
term maintenance and our needs for fiving
i & place we care about,”

- Torm Fotr

Chief of Research
Arkansas Natural Heritage
Commrmission

“This is the only project 've seen wihere
they're going to do a ot of conservation st
the beginning of the project.”
- Mike Freeze
Fislh Farrner, Arkanisas Garme and
Fisft Cormrmiission

"Were about to get to the point of no
ety ™
- Bob Bevis
Farmer; Bayou Meto Basin
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FAQs -;ﬁv )

Is the groundwater depletion problem FO]" ﬁ"‘ther

truly serious? . !” t"‘
Yes. Seweral studies have been conducted s .

the years, beginning when the problem m;g Il]fﬁ! nlafllop 4 .
recognized in the 1940s, mmeymg &ﬂf
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Gene Sollivan, P.E.
, Executive Director
" Lonoke AR, 72086
(501) ﬁ?t}-?uﬂ \

How long will it
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